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A Consideration to Develop Japanese Social Firms
Akira Terashima
　A social firm, which is one category of the social enterprise, is a private company 
created for the employment of persons with disabilities or disadvantages in the labor 
market. The social firms in the world are expected to achieve the employment in 
the labor market which is an ultimate accomplishment of the social participation for 
persons with disabilities, and to cut the budget of social security by the contribution 
of private companies. Although Japan does not have the public system of social 
firms, it has same kinds of facilities which can be called social firms, such as the 
enterprises employing a large number of persons with severe disabilities, the special 
subsidiary companies, the welfare factories for continued employment for persons 
with disabilities, etc. After analyzing these facilities, it is found that we need those 
public systems in order to establish social farms in Japan such as;（1）the support 
system for welfare entities to establish social firms,（2）the support system for 
special subsidiary companies to raise the independency and spread the human rights 
philosophy,（3）the system to bring up and support social entrepreneurs.
Keywords　Social firm, Social enterprise, Persons with disabilities, Employment,　
　　　　　    Social system
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